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which Macready's name appears, except those belonging to one or two seasons at the very close of his career which are absent from the British Museum collection. His performances during these years are fully recorded in the newspapers, to which I have also referred for details as to his rare visits to suburban theatres. I have naturally given special attention to his four seasons of management. They form, as it were, the central point in the stage-history of this century; in them the traditions of the " palmy days " and the tendencies of our own time met, and clashed. Therefore I have tried to write their annals at large, in the spirit of the painstaking Genest.
In the course of rny inquiries I have incurred many obligations. With a generosity not always characteristic of collectors, Mr. E. Y. Lowne, a warm admirer and personal friend of Macready, gave me free access to his vast store of Macreadiana, now in the possession of Mr. Henry Irving. Mr. Lowne's unwearying kindness at once lightened my labour and placed within my reach much interesting material not otherwise accessible. My thanks are also due to the late Mr. Robert Browning, for some very valuable notes as to his relations with Macready; to Mr, George Scharf, F.S.A., Director of the National Portrait Gallery, and Mr. Henry Howe of the Lyceum Theatre, who have favoured me with interesting personal reminiscences; to Mr. Joseph N. Ireland, the learned historian of the New York stage ; to Mr. Samuel Timmins, and the officials of the Birmingham Public Library; to Mr. F. W. Dendy of Newcastle, and Mr. W. E. Adams, editor of the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle ; to